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   2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

               PENN DIXIE PALEONTOLOGICAL &

             OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTER

The following programs have been scheduled for 2008 at the Penn Dixie Site and off-site locations.  Additional programs, including some being developed with Buffalo Crushed Stone Company, the Buffalo Museum of Science, Woodlawn Beach State Park, and Evangola State Park, are still being finalized.  Penn Dixie participates in collaborative programs with other non-profit and business organizations and welcomes any future opportunities.  Programs will be posted on the Penn Dixie website www.penndixie.org, announced in the Penn Dixie Chronicle newsletter, promoted via press releases and other media avenues.  Schools may schedule a Penn Dixie visit to collect fossils by calling Peg Hermann at (716) 627-6335.  Scouts, summer groups, seniors, families, individuals, and other groups may schedule a guided tour by calling (716) 627-4560.

January 9, 2008 – 12:30 PM, Penn Dixie presentation to the Hamburg Garden Club.

January 12, 2008 – 10 AM, Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing or Nature Walk 

at the Penn Dixie Site, pre-registration required, $3/person, HNHS members free.  Bring your own skis or snow shoes.

January 23, 2008 – 7 PM, “Rocks on the edge of the Sahara: the enigma of the 

Trilobite Beds”, by Dr. Gordon Baird, SUNY at Fredonia, in the auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.

January 25, 2008 - 6 PM, Astronomy Program at Woodlawn Beach State Park to 

view Mars in the south, Saturn in the east around 9 PM, Orion’s Nebula, the Pleiades, and other constellations and an evening nature walk along the beach and sand dunes.  This program will run regardless of the weather in the Nature Center building.

January 31, 2008 – 2 PM, Penn Dixie presentation to the Hamburg Adult Services.

February 10, 2008 – 1 PM, Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing or Nature Walk 

at the Penn Dixie Site, pre-registration required, $3/person, HNHS members free.  Bring your own skis or snow shoes.

February 14-17, 2008 – Penn Dixie exhibit at 3rd Annual WNY Home & Garden 


Expo in the Agri-Center at the Hamburg Fairgrounds.  

February 21, 2008 – 7 PM, “Past, Present, and Future of the Niagara River and 

Great Lakes”, by Jerold C. Bastedo, Executive Director of the Penn Dixie Site, in the auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.
March 8, 2008 - 6 PM, Astronomy program at Penn Dixie to view Orion’s Nebula 

M42, Beehive Cluster M44, Pleiades M45, Mars next to Star Cluster M35, Saturn rising in the East, and other constellations. HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

March 26, 2008, 7 PM, “Protecting Our Great Lakes”, by Buffalo Niagara River 

Keepers, in the auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.
March 29, 2008 – 8:30 AM, Annual Penn Dixie Volunteer Training Program.  


More details in future newsletters and on website.  

April 5-6, 2008 – Penn Dixie exhibit at Buffalo Geological Society Gem-Mineral-


Fossil show in the Grange Building at the Hamburg Fairgrounds.

April 5, 2008 - 7 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie to view Saturn in Leo, Mars 

in Gemini, the Beehive Cluster, setting in the West are Orion’s Nebula M42 and the Pleiades M45 (7 Sisters), and their constellations.  HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

April 14-19, 2008 – 9 AM – 4 PM, Penn Dixie Site open to collect fossils.  No pre-

registrations required.  HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

April 19, 2008 – 9 AM, Earth Day Celebration at Penn Dixie.  Site cleanup and tree 


and shrub plantings.  Volunteers welcome.

April 21, 2008 - 6 PM, Williamsville North Planetarium Show and viewing of the 

Williamsville skies with Penn Dixie telescopes at the Williamsville Space Planetarium at 1595 Hopkins Rd. (near Dodge).  

April 23, 2008 – 7 PM, “Attracting Backyard Birds”, by Marilyn O’Connell, of Wild 

Birds Unlimited, in the auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.

April 25-27, 2008 – 4th Annual Penn Dixie Member Cincinnati Field Trip to collect 


fossils.  More details in future newsletters.

April 26, 2008 – 9 AM, “Spring Bird Walk at Penn Dixie”, led by Michael Morgante,

Buffalo Ornithological Society and Ecology & Environment, An opportunity to view migrating and nesting birds and the newly created wetlands.  Free program and children are welcome.

May 3, 2008 – 9 AM-4 PM, Penn Dixie Site open to the public on Saturdays through 

October.  No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

May 17, 2008 – 4th Annual Dig with the Experts at the Penn Dixie Site.  More details 


in future newsletters.

May 17, 2008 - 7:30 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie to view Mercury in the 

West, Mars near the Beehive Cluster M44, Saturn near the star Regulus in Leo, a waxing Moon rising in the East, and other constellations.  HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

May 18, 2008 – 9 AM, “Spring Bird Walk at Penn Dixie,” with Marilyn O’Connell, of 

Wild Birds Unlimited.  An opportunity to view migrating and nesting birds and the newly created wetlands.  Free program and children are welcome.

May 31, 2008 – 10 AM-3 PM, “Fossil Fun for Everyone” at Penn Dixie Site and Past 

& Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Fun for the entire family. Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration.

June 1, 2008 – 1 PM-4 PM, Annual Children’s Day at the Penn Dixie Site.  Call (716) 

627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information.  No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

June 7, 2008 -8:30 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie to view Mars near a 

crescent Moon in the southwest, Saturn’s rings getting closer to turning edge-on in 2009, and other constellations.  HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

June 8, 2008 – 10th Annual Miss Buffalo Nature Cruise and Buffalo Lighthouse 


Tour.  Reservation forms available on the website or by calling (716) 627-4560.

June 16-August 30, 2008 – 9 AM-4 PM, Penn Dixie open to the public for fossil 

Collecting during the summer.  No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

June 23, 2008 – 9 AM-4 PM, Paleontologist for a Day! for 8-12 year olds at Penn 

Dixie Site and Paste and Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration.

June 29, 2008 – 11 AM- 4 PM, “Big Toys, Trucks, Bikes Fundraiser” at the Penn 

Dixie Site.  Sit in your favorite truck, explore a variety of vehicles, and have your picture taken in a vehicle.  Fossil collecting, viewing of sunspots and solar flares, and other activities.  Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information.

July 9, 2008 - 10 AM-3 PM, “Fossil Fun for Everyone” at Penn Dixie Site and Past 

& Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Fun for the entire family.  Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration.

July 12-13, 2008 – Penn Dixie exhibit at the Syracuse Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show.

July 12, 2008 – 8:30 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie Site to view Mars and


Saturn setting in the West, Jupiter in the South, a full rising Moon about 

10:30 PM, and other constellations.  No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.
July 14-18, 2008, Triple Trek Summer Day Camp at Penn Dixie, Woodlawn 

Beach State Park and Tifft Nature Preserve for children 8-12 years old, see article this newsletter.  Call 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration form.

July 16, 2008 - 9 AM-4 PM, Paleontologist for a Day! for 8-12 year olds at Penn 

Dixie Site and Paste and Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration.

July 21-25, 2008 – Science Adventure Day Camp at Penn Dixie, children 8-12 years 

old, see article this newsletter.  Call 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration form.

July 28- August 1, 2008, Triple Trek Summer Day Camp at Penn Dixie, Woodlawn 

Beach State Park and Tifft Nature Preserve for children 8-12 years old, see article this newsletter.  Call 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration form.

August 4-8, 2008 – Science Adventure Day Camp at Penn Dixie, children 8-12 years 

old, see article this newsletter.  Call 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration form.

August 9, 2008 – 5 PM-?, Mid-Summer’s Night Adventure at Penn Dixie.  Annual 

Fossil-Astronomy program.  Collect fossils and after dark collect fossils by lantern light, bring your digging tools, plastic bucket, a lantern or flashlight.  View sunspots and solar flares before dust, after dark view Jupiter above the Red Star Antares, M13, M57, a variety of other constellations, and the Perseid Meteors.  No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

August 11-15, 2008, Triple Trek Summer Day Camp at Penn Dixie, Woodlawn 

Beach State Park and Tifft Nature Preserve for children 8-12 years old, see article this newsletter.  Call 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration form.

August 23, 2008 - 9 AM-4 PM, Paleontologist for a Day! for 8-12 year olds at Penn 

Dixie Site and Paste and Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration.

August 27, 2008 - 10 AM-3 PM, “Fossil Fun for Everyone” at Penn Dixie Site and 

Past & Present Rock Shop and Museum.  Fun for the entire family.  Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for information and registration.

September 6, 2008 – 11th Annual Miss Buffalo Nature Cruise and Buffalo 

Lighthouse Tour.  Reservation forms will be available on the website or by calling (716) 627-4560.

September 7, 2008 – 1-4 PM, Special Event at Penn Dixie Site to collect fossils, have

experts identify fossils and minerals, view sunspots and solar flares.  No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

September 13, 2008 – 10 AM-4 PM, Penn Dixie exhibit at the Reinstein Woods Fall 


Festival.

September 13, 2008 – 7 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie Site to view Venus, 

Mars, and Mercury as they form a small triangle low in the West, Jupiter in the South, a full rising Moon in the East and other constellations. No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

October 4, 2008 – 5 PM-9 PM, 6th Annual Scare-assic Park Event.  

October 4, 2008 – 6 PM-9 PM, Astronomy Program at the Penn Dixie Site in 


conjunction with the 6th Annual Scare-assic Park Event.

October 11, 2008 – 9 AM-3 PM, 11th Annual WNY Earth Science Day Celebration

at the Penn Dixie Site.  Co-sponsored with the Buffalo Association of Professional Geologists.

October 25-26, 2008 – Penn Dixie exhibit at the Rochester Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Show.

November 6, 2008 – 7 PM, 13th Annual Penn Dixie/HNHS Annual Fundraiser.  

Additional information to be announced in the newsletter, on the website, and press releases.

November 14-16, 2008 – Penn Dixie exhibit at GemStreet USA Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show at the Hamburg Fairgrounds.

