2009

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

               PENN DIXIE PALEONTOLOGICAL &

             OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTER

The following programs have been scheduled for 2009 at the Penn Dixie Site and off-site locations.  Penn Dixie participates in collaborative programs with other non-profit and business organizations and welcomes any future opportunities.  Programs will be posted on the Penn Dixie website www.penndixie.org, announced in the Penn Dixie Chronicle newsletter, promoted via press releases and other media avenues.  

Penn Dixie Site is open to the public for fossil collecting every Saturday, from May through October, 9 AM to 4 PM; Sundays, May-October, 11 AM to 4 PM; and Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 4 PM, Spring Break-April 9-11 & April 13-18; and June 15–Sept. 7, rain or shine.  Closed July 4 & Labor Day September 6. HNHS members free; non-member adults $6 and children 12 and under $5

Schools may schedule a Penn Dixie visit to collect fossils by calling Peg Hermann at (716) 627-6335 or leave a message at (716) 627-3481.  Scouts, day care centers, recreation groups, summer groups, seniors, families, individuals, and other groups may schedule a guided tour by calling (716) 627-4560.

January 17, 2009 – 10 AM, Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing or Nature Walk at the Penn 

Dixie Site, pre-registration required, $3/person, HNHS members free.  Bring your own skis or snowshoes.

January 28, 2009 – 7 PM, “Digging for Dinosaur Bones in the Hell Creek Formation, South Dakota,” illustrated presentation by Stanley Radon, of NYSDEC, in the auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.

February 12-15, 2009– Penn Dixie exhibit at 4th Annual WNY Home & Garden Expo in the Agri-Center at the Hamburg Fairgrounds.   

February 21, 2009 – 10 AM, Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing or Nature Walk at the Penn 

Dixie Site, pre-registration required, $3/person, HNHS members free.  Bring your own skis or snowshoes.

February 25, 2009 – 7 PM, “Hot Spots and Island Chain Volcanoes: a look at Hawaii and 

Galapagos”, by Dr. Rick Batt, of Buffalo State College, in the auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.

March 7, 2009 – 7:30 AM, Penn Dixie exhibit at University of Scouting event at Niagara Falls High 


School.

March 7, 2009 - 6 PM, Astronomy program at Penn Dixie to view an almost full moon next to the 

Bee-Hive Cluster M44, Orion’s Nebula M42, around 8 PM Saturn rises and its rings are tipped at 2.6 degrees to being edge-on (closest view of seeing rings on edge for the Northern Hemisphere), and other constellations. HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

March 11, 2009 – 7 PM, “Digging for Dinosaur Bones in the Hell Creek Formation, South Dakota,” illustrated presentation by Stanley Radon, of NYSDEC, in the auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.  Program repeated due to bad weather on January 28.

March 21, 2009 – Member only trip to the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Call (716) 627-


4560 for info.

March 25, 2009, 7 PM, “Sharks: Past & Present”, by Glen LaPlaca, Past & Present Rock Shop, in the 

auditorium at the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.

March 28-29, 2009 – Penn Dixie exhibit at Buffalo Geological Society’s Gem-Mineral-Fossil show in the Grange Building at the Erie County Fairgrounds.

March 30, 2009 – 6-8 PM, Penn Dixie exhibit at Cloverbank Elementary School Science Night.

April 2, 2009 – 6-8 PM, Penn Dixie Exhibit at Ellicott Elementary School Science Night.

April 4, 2009 – 8:30 AM, Penn Dixie Volunteer Training Program. Call (716) 627-4560 for 

information. Volunteers needed for school groups, public days, astronomy programs, site maintenance, etc. 

April 9-11 & 13-18, 2009 – 9 AM – 4 PM, Penn Dixie Site open during Spring Break to collect fossils.  No pre-registrations required.  HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

April 18, 2009 – 9 AM, Earth Day Celebration at Penn Dixie.  Site cleanup and tree and shrub 


plantings.  Volunteers welcome.

April 18, 2009 – 7:30 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie to view Mercury low in the west, 

Saturn in the East, the Pleiades M45, M35, M44, M42, the Spring Triangle, and other constellations.  HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

April 22, 2009 – 7 PM, “Hawks”, by Marilyn O’Connell, of Wild Birds Unlimited, in the auditorium at 

the Gateway Executive Office on Rt. 5 in Hamburg, $3/person, HNHS members free, public is welcome.

April 24-26, 2009 – 4th Annual Penn Dixie Member Only Cincinnati Field Trip to collect fossils.  

April 26, 2009 – 9 AM, “Spring Bird Walk at Penn Dixie”, led by Michael Morgante, Buffalo 

Ornithological Society and Ecology & Environment, An opportunity to view migrating and nesting birds and the newly created wetlands.  Free program and children are welcome.

April 29, 2009 - 6 PM, Williamsville North Planetarium Show and viewing of the Williamsville skies 

with Penn Dixie telescopes at the Williamsville Space Planetarium at 1595 Hopkins Rd. (near Dodge).  Planetarium Shows at 6:30 PM and 7:30 PM.
May 2 & 3, 2009 – Penn Dixie Site open to the public on Saturdays – 9 AM-$ PM & Sundays – 11 AM- 4PM, through October.  No pre-registrations required. HNHS members free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5.

May 9, 2009 – 9 AM, Boy Scout Geology Merit Badge Day at Penn Dixie.  Registration must be 


made through the Greater Niagara Frontier Council.

May 16 2009 – 45h Annual Dig with the Experts at the Penn Dixie Site.  Call (716) 627-4560 for info.

May 16, 2009 – 10 AM, Webelos Geology Badge Day at Penn Dixie.  Registration must be made 


through the Greater Niagara Frontier Council.

May 16, 2009 - 8:30 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie to view Saturn high in the south, the 

bright star Vega with its many different flashing colors rising in the east, and other constellations.  HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

May 17, 2009 – 9 AM, “Spring Bird Walk at Penn Dixie,” with Marilyn O’Connell, of Wild Birds 

Unlimited.  An opportunity to view migrating and nesting birds and the newly created wetlands.  Free program & children are welcome.

June 7, 2009 – 1 PM-4 PM, Annual Children’s Day at the Penn Dixie Site. No pre-registrations 

required. HNHS members 
free, non-member adults $6, children 12 and under $5. Call (716) 627-4560 or visit www.penndixie.org for info.

June 14, 2009 – 12th Annual Miss Buffalo Nature Cruise and Buffalo Lighthouse Tour. 

Reservation forms available on the website or by calling (716) 627-4560.  Limited space, register early.

June 27, 2009 - 9 PM, Astronomy Program at Penn Dixie to view a 1st quarter moon just below 

Saturn in the southwest,  Ring Nebula M57, star cluster M13, the summer triangle, and other constellations.  HNHS members free, non-members $2/person.

June 28, 2009 – 11 AM to 4 PM – Big Toys, Trucks and Bikes Event at Penn Dixie Site.  Sit in your 

favorite truck, explore a variety of vehicles, have your picture taken in your favorite vehicle, visit the website for details.  Fossil collecting, view sunspots & solar flares, toy and gas card raffles - a fundraiser for the Penn Dixie Site.  Family fun for all!

July 6-10, 2009 – Triple Trek Summer Day Camp at Penn Dixie, Woodlawn Beach State Park, and

Tifft Nature Preserve for 8-12 year olds.  Pre-registration required.  Visit www.penndixie.org for information and to download registration form or call (716) 627-4560.

July 11-12, 2009 – Penn Dixie exhibit at the Syracuse Gem & Mineral Society Show at the NYS 


Fairgrounds in Syracuse.

July 13-17, 2009 – Science Adventure Day Camp at Penn Dixie for 8-12 year olds. Pre-registration 

required.  Visit www.penndixie.org for information and to download registration form or call (716) 627-4560.

July 18, 2009 – Penn Dixie exhibit at the Hamburg Burgerfest in the Village of Hamburg.

July 20-24, 2009 – Triple Trek Summer Day Camp at Penn Dixie, Woodlawn Beach State Park, and

Tifft Nature Preserve for 8-12 year olds.  Pre-registration required.  Visit www.penndixie.org for information and to download registration form or call (716) 627-4560.

July 25, 2009 – 8:30 PM, Astronomy Night at Penn Dixie.  Telescopes will focus on a crescent moon,


Saturn, the Star Cluster M4 in Scorpius, the Dumbbell Nebula, and other constellations.  No pre-


Registration required.  $2/person, HNHS members free.

July 27-31, 2009 – Science Adventure Day Camp at Penn Dixie for 8-12 year olds. Pre-registration 

required.  Visit www.penndixie.org for information and to download registration form or call (716) 627-4560.

August 3-7, 2009 – Triple Trek Summer Day Camp at Penn Dixie, Woodlawn Beach State Park, and

Tifft Nature Preserve for 8-12 year olds.  Pre-registration required.  Visit www.penndixie.org for information and to download registration form or call (716) 627-4560.

August 8, 2009 – 5 PM - ?, Mid-summer’s Night Adventure at Penn Dixie.  Annual Fossil-


Astronomy Program to collect fossils and after dark collect fossils by lantern light.  Bring your

digging tools, plastic bucket, flashlight or lantern.  View sunspots and solar flares until dusk, after dark view Saturn, Jupiter, the moon, possibly some meteors from the Perseid Meteor Shower, and other constellations.  No pre-registrations required.  Adults $6, children 12 & under $5, HNHS members free.

August 10-14, 2009 – Science Adventure Day Camp at Penn Dixie for 8-12 year olds. Pre-

registration required.  Visit www.penndixie.org for information and to download registration form or call (716) 627-4560.

August 17-24, 2009 – Triple Trek Summer Day Camp at Penn Dixie, Woodlawn Beach State Park, 

and Tifft Nature Preserve for 8-12 year olds.  Pre-registration required.  Visit www.penndixie.org for information and to download registration form or call (716) 627-4560.

September 12, 2009 – 8:30 AM, 13th Annual Miss Buffalo Nature Cruise and Buffalo Lighthouse 

Tour. Reservation forms available on the website or by calling (716) 627-4560.  Limited space, register early.

September 13, 2009 – 1-4 PM, Special Event for fossil collecting, viewing sunspots and solar flares.

Experts will identify fossils, rocks and minerals.  Adults $6 each, Children 12 & under $5, and HNHS members free.

September 19, 2009 – 20 AM-4 PM Penn Dixie exhibit at Reinstein Woods Fall Festival.

September 19, 2009 – 7:30 PM, Astronomy Night at Penn Dixie.  Telescopes will focus on Jupiter, 

the Andromeda Galaxy, the famous Star cluster NGC869-884, E.T. Star Cluster, and other constellations.  No pre-registration required.  $2/person, HNHS members free.

October 3, 2009 – 4-9 PM, 7th Annual Scare-assic Park Pirate Adventure at Penn Dixie.  Pirate 


weapon demonstrations, hay ride, children’s dig for the bones of Pirate Morgan Jones for prizes,

fossil digging, pirate tavern with “scurvy dogs’ for purchase, snacks, digging for fossils by lantern light, telescopes to view planets and constellations, and more.  No pre-registration required.  Non-members $6, HNHS members $5.

October 10, 2009 – 9 AM-3 PM, 12th Annual Western New York Earth Science Day at Penn Dixie. 

Co-sponsored with the Buffalo Association of Professional Geologists during National Earth Science Week.  Exhibits and demonstrations, an opportunity to talk to geologists, view a drill rig demonstrating drilling and coring; view sunspots, collect fossils and participate in a wide variety of activities.  

October 24-25, 2009 – Penn Dixie Exhibit at the Rochester Gem and Mineral Show at the Dome in


Rochester.

October 24 2009 – 6 PM, Astronomy Night at Penn Dixie. Telescopes will focus on the moon, 

Jupiter, the Double Star Cluster E.T., the Seven Sisters, and other constellations.  No pre-registration required.  $2/person, HNHS members free.

November 5, 2009 – 7-9 PM, 14th Annual Penn Dixie Fundraiser.  Silent and voice auctions, raffle, 

split club, food, cash bar.  Call (716) 627-4560 to make donations for the silent and voice auctions and for additional information.

